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Indeed, this appeared to be the case also with the supporting lectures that
formed part of the academic module within which VM was embedded. Furthermore,
there were few reflections on personal theories developed via the VM experience
although reference was made to “common sense™ and how to get things done in the

context of working with other people.

participants commented that the ways in which the groups had undertaken their tasks

There was evidence of groups having to change their plans and approaches as the
could have been improved, but there were no insights relating to the nature of in-

year developed, and the accepted need for a flexible mindset in relation to securing
The participants emphasised the development of personal attributes above skills

There was reflection on the emerging and organic nature of the task, and the way
and knowledge, as a product of the VM experience. There was recognition of the
workable and practical nature of their outputs, particularly in relation to the position

Participants found it difficult to identify any aspects of theory and knowledge
that participants had responded as the VM experience/process had developed. Some

developed in other modules that were drawn upon or transferced into the VM ex-

1SCUSS10N

perience.

the learning experiences and outcomes of their WRL were similar/dissimilar to those
identified in the WBL literature, and hence to comment on the extent to which WRL

The purpose of this approach was to produce data to help evaluate the extent to which
can produce the same kind of experiences and outcomes as WBL. Summary findings

from the focus group session are presented in Table 4.1.
Participants were unanimous in their beiief that the VM experience had helped them

to develop their teamwork skills. They pointed to the strategies they adopted (di
their communication skills. They recognised the different nature of what they had

learnt through the VM process; although the participants struggled to articulate the
nature of the skills/attributes/tacit knowledge they had developed, they made a clear
distinction between this and the formal propositional knowledge they gained via
class room instruction. They also made reference to the job-relatedness of what they
had learnt, emphasising the value-in-use of this knowledge and its inherent link with

the process of its creation.
dividual versus collective viewpoints, the associated dynamic, and the implications

for personal understanding. The VM experience as a whole was perceived as consen-
sual within the groups, influenced by friendships, and therefore “laid back”, which

individual group members, within a broad timeline, with work from other university
mediated the experience as a whole.

opportunities from other VM groups. Individual responsibilities were allocated to
modules being prioritised where deemed appropriate.

up work in relation 10 personal strengths, and meeting to check progress) and how
they had developed confidence in dealing with people in group situations and in

D
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