Understanding Global Security (Third edition)
Fully revised to incorporate recent developments, this third edition of Understanding Global Security analyzes the variety of ways in which peoples lives are threatened and / or secured in contemporary global politics. The traditional focus of Security Studies texts: war, deterrence and terrorism are analyzed alongside non-military security issues such as famine, crime, disease, disasters, environmental degradation and human rights abuses to provide a comprehensive survey of how and why people are killed in the contemporary world. Key concepts of International Relations and Globalization are defined and explained, prominent political thinkers and activists are profiled in short biographies and the human impact of the various security threats considered graphically illustrated in ‘Top Ten’ tables. Hence this textbook introduces students to the full range of security issues in a clear and concise format that is easy to follow.
Specific updates for the third edition include the following:

Chapter One

The Securitization of Issues

· Greater coverage of the evolving theoretical literature on security including more analysis of critical theory perspectives and emerging schools of thought.

· Updated data on causes of death and opinion polls on the sources of insecurity.
Chapter Two

Military Threats to Security from States

· The chapter will be re-vamped to incorporate analysis of recent military security issues including the Russo-Georgian War, the UN’s nuclear standoff with Iran and the revival of tensions on the Korean peninsular.
Chapter Three
Military Threats to Security from Non-State Actors

· This chapter will be updated to include analysis of important recent developments in the politics of terrorism and counter-terrorism including the Sri Lankan governments apparent military defeat of the Tamil Tigers, the triumph of Maoist guerrillas in Nepal and the controversies surrounding the ‘War Against Terror’.
· This chapter will also make use of improved data on terrorist incidents (for example from Europol) to add more empirical analysis to the section which offers a typology of armed political non-state groups.
Chapter Four 
Economic Threats to Security

· The newly styled chapter will incorporate analysis of the recent food crises in many parts of the world and consider the contributions made to this by new sources of food insecurity such as the increased farming of biofuels in place of foodcrops and ‘landgrab’ sales of agricultural land in developing countries to external agents.

· The chapter will also include a section exploring the human and state security implication of the global economic recession from 2008
Chapter Five

Social Identity as a Threat to Security

· ‘Responsibility to Protect’ doctrine
· ECOWAS court verdict on slavery
· International Criminal Court 
Chapter Six

Environmental Threats to Security

Chapter Seven
Health Threats to Security

· Analysis of the Avian flu pandemic

· Case study on the recent rise of tuberculosis and ‘lifestyle illnesses’ amongst the Inuit to illustrate the globalization of health threats.
Chapter Eight
Natural Threats to Security

Chapter Nine 
Accidental Threats to Security

Chapter Ten 

Criminal Threats to Security

· Somalian piracy

· Human trafficking
Chapter Eleven 
Towards Global Security?

